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~Welcome to our nature-filled and culturally rich city~
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Greetings from the Mayor

Welcome to Itabashi City'—fhe people of Itabashi extend our

warmest greetings.

o

Located in the north-west of Tokyo’s 23 Cities, Itabashi is a
residential city home to a population of approximately 562,000

people. In Itabashi, many tangible and intqggrible cultural

properties have survived to the present day,

arting with notable

spots and historical sites in the vicinity of “Itabashi-juku”, the

shukuba lodging stop on the former Nakasendo Road. For

example, the religious ritual “ta-asobi” has been passed down

from over 1000 years ago in Itabashi’s Tokumaru and Akatsuka

areas. Itabashi is also known as one of Tokyo’s leading industrial

cities, with commerce centered around neighborhood shopping

streets, urban agriculture in the Akatsuka area bordering Saitama

prefecture, and factories clustered along the banks of the

Arakawa River existing side by side.

We have addressed many important issues from our deep desire

to entrust to our children, the driving force of the next

generation, a better world, blessed with a rich natural

environment and peace in the international community. In

recognition of this, we have declared Itabashi an environmental

city with the aim of creating a place where people and nature

coexist. In addition, we have declared Itabashi a city of peace in

order to actively fulfill our role in achieving mankind’s common

desire for lasting world peace.

With a view to making Itabashi the most desired place to live in

Tokyo as our vision for the future, in Itabashi it is now essential

for us to develop measures firmly founded on growth strategies

designed to increase the working-age population and encourage

long-term settlement. I am striving to realize Itabashi’s ideal city

image from the twin aspects of an attractive and creative outgoing

city and a safe and secure environmental city.

The people of Itabashi place great important on history and

tradition and are proud of the city they live in. It is my sincere

desire that exchange between people will develop into friendship

between places and in doing so contribute to building world peace.

Takeshi

Mayor 3&

Sakamoto
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An Outline of Itabashi City

According to the military story “Heike Monogatari, Engyou Era Book,”
on the 4th year of the Jishou era (1180) Minamoto no Yoritomo and his army
lined up around “Itabashi of Kamitakinogawa of Toshima in
Musashinokuni.” This was the first time that “Itabashi” was mentioned as a
geographical area and thanks to this document we know that it existed as
early as the Kamakura period (1185-1333).

On the 8th year of the Keichou era (1603), along with the establishment of
the Shogunate government by Tokugawa leyasu, the Gokaido (Five
Highways) was created with Nihonbashi as its starting point. The Itabashi
(Shimo-Itabashi) shukuba was established as the first lodging stop on the
Nakasendo Road, serving as a gate for those traveling to and from Edo and
as a meeting point for the area. The “Edo Meisho Zue” (Collection of
illustrations of famous Edo places), from the late Edo period, reads: the
small bridge over the Shakujiigawa River, which runs along the Nakasendo,
is the landmark of Itabashi area. -

On the 22nd year of the Meiji era (1889) g
“Itabashi” was chosen by the municipal :

-

L

administration to name the city and on the 7th year
&

AL
i

of the Showa era (1932) it came to indicate the “Es-n.:*-
actual ward within the Tokyo metropolitan area. ‘I.tabashi Bridge

in the Edo period.”
IFRHED [HRiE]

In 1604 the Shogunate government of Edo established the Gokaido (Five
Highways) in the heart of Edo, establishing Itabashi as the first shukuba lodging
stop on the Nakasendo. Shukuba were in fact more than mere lodging stops,
also acting as transit points for goods. As such they expressed the culture
specific to the local area and had the flavor of cities in which various goods
changed hands. Being the gate between Edo and Kyoto, and thus hosting a vital
commercial traffic, it was included as one of the local feudal lord’s residence
within a residence rotation system and it prospered in ways never seen before.

At the same time, the Kawagoe Road was an important link between Edo and
prosperous Kawagoe since remote times. Being an important agriculture center
close to Edo, Itabashi used the road for the distribution of local products such as
the radish. These two main roads were linked to Itabashi’s fast development in
recent times.

In 1914 the Tojo Railway Line (today Tobu Tojo Line) was established
between Ikebukuro and Kawagoe, thus opening the way to Kami-Itabashi,
Akatsuka and Narimasu.

In 1932 Itabashi City was established as a consequence of the expansion of
the Tokyo metropolitan area, successively, due to the destruction and
evacuations following the air raids during the war, the population decreased
temporarily but it rapidly increased again with the urbanization and economical
growth that followed the restoration.

From 1965 to 1974, large scale apartments and condominium complexes
were built in Takashimadaira transforming it from a rural area to a high-density
residential center and resulting in the establishment of the Toei Metro Line No.
6 (today Toei Mita Line). Furthermore, the opening of the JR Saikyo Line and
the extension of the Tokyo Metro Yurakucho Line contributed to the increase of
the population, at present about 562,000 people.

Itabashi Bridge today
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Itabashi is one of Tokyo’s 23 Cities, created in order to
distribute efficiently the management force of Japan’s capital city,
thus allocating power to the local administration in charge of
welfare, education and other public schemes. Located in the
north-western part of Tokyo’s 23 municipalities it borders with
Kita, Toshima and Nerima and it spreads over an area of 32.22
square kilometers, making it the 9th city for extension.

Four railway lines run through Itabashi: Tobu Tojo Line, Toei
Mita Line, JR Saikyo Line and Tokyo Metro Yurakucho*
Fukutoshin Line. The main roads are Nakasendo, Kawagoe
Kaido Ave., the Kannana dori Ave. & Kanpachi dori Ave. and the
Metropolitan Expressway Route 5.

As of January 1st,2017, Itabashi had a population of 557,309
making it the 7th largest of Tokyo’s 23 Cities.
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Itabashi is both a residential and a commercial city with ARG L, il - BT E L CoBZ R
central shopping districts, Akatsuka’s agricultural area and —J7. EBERANEHE 2 TP & A REE. ARFHIRICE
industrial facilities concentrated along the Arakawa River. AR RE. IR EO TENA L. #
Itabashi is divided into 5 main areas, each of them having NEBEDOEFERTTLDH Y T35
its peculiarities and tourist attractions. ZAEHRBXIE, TRV BIZE > ThoDx

)TN, EhEROL) TIEHPRE S
HHHY LT,
wmEIV7

This area flourished as one of
Nakasendo’s shukuba lodging, 10 \
km from Nihonbashi in Edo.
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“Enkiri” Japanese Hackberry tree
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Cherry trees along the Shakujigawa River,” &/ 1| D ltabashi,/ 1R4&
The Shimura area BERIU7

Shimura is an industrial area with
significant remains and traces from
the past, when springs abounded
on its slopes.
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The Tokiwadai area mRAEITY
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Flourished as a lodging stop on the
Kawagoe Road, this area is still rich
with shrines and sanctuaries where
one can pray for protection and peace.
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FEIVT
This is a green area with natural '?’?g;*r i BRAMPYENL EDRIEE T, B -

forests and a vast agricultural land rich x 2 XALEL - MALRERRICEEN T T
with historical and cultural heritage and

related conservation facilities.
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Planned as a residential area, 5 AT oA B STEMICTH R S Wz (EEH & IAVDOT
Takashimadaira is home to many & o sy J BEEMPSKAITY T
factories concentrated along the river. 1 '

o = 5 | 3 - —
L o A ORISR o oo e Wi @it/

Takashimadaira apartment complex./ =5 FHi TEOE (FHEX##1t)




Industry

Manufacturing T%
From before the outbreak of the war and throughout its IRAGX (3. BRATELE 238 U CEIRI - fEEHE - 8%
course, Itabashi developed as an industrial centre for printing, - AEF L EQTEEHRDICHEL. SELRRAM
precision machinery, metalworking and chemical industries, EHTHEMUEXOARNLEEM G E LT, &8
becoming a representative center for high technology within the NTHEE MU EENTVET, —H. FO—
Tokyo area. More recently, the industrial structure of the city NYE=2 3 DERY. £ELSDOBEZICLY
has changed dramatically due to globalization and the relocation XOEFBEIRE<LEILLL. KATEDWV-ZS
of the production base. Itabashi City now has to execute a fast DFEEEYREBEL>TVET,
and powerful revitalization of its manufacturing industry. REX Tk, FICTRXALEDNEN RGP H

Once a year, the City’s new products and technologies are on ME—REICED. KRMILKPRT 2 EEHIC, B
display at the “Itabashi Industrial Fair,” which aims to support EREDIBRTH PG| DFEMELERK S 2 £ 2 B
local and national-level promotion and exchange of information. ELE WS UEXRAM] AL TVET,

Ink produced in Itabashi holds a significant
share in foreign markets
BB THY I TEIBKRTEA %

Precision machinery products
created using the latest optical
techniques.”

FFOFT & EA L 7Ktk

Beginning with yeast various food
products
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Various publications,”
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Commerce 53
Itabashi’s commerce is characterized by retail industry. IRIBXDEER I NEEICEFED HYET,
There are many small-scale commercial shops with fewer than four EEREDY 4 NLITO/NREBEED %<

employees. These shops form shopping streets which carry out various CNSDEEY. EEHEMKRL. ke hE

projects. There are currently over 100 such shopping streets in Itabashi, KEEBLTWET, REORBEROEE

mainly concentrated outside stations on the private Tobu Tojo line and #iE. EICHEEE LG O TSH=EENR

subway Toei Mita line. These shopping streets are relatively small-scale AIEEHRDICESHREEL. ZOHIZ100%E

local neighborhood shopping streets, and they are especially bustling ATVWET, BEFORMEIILEER/ NS VR

with many shoppers in the early evening. BEEEEE B> THY. IS FAICBL<
Morning markets are also held in some areas on weekend mornings, DEVHETIROVWET,

where low-priced goods such as fresh produce and everyday items are 7. 1R - HEBOH, S#mEERLT

sold. WBRHRbHET, AR BRESL
Itabashi’s active commerce supports the lives of its energetic ENNFTmPIRFESNET,

residents. EREEEDY. TREMBREOEEE

TATWET,

Agriculture RE
| ' ~ - Agricultural products cultivated in Itabashi include
y ; _E“ B T vegetables, fruits, flowers and garden plants. These

products are sold at markets and at the producer’s
place. The “Itabashi Agricultural Association” aims to
provide fresh and trustable products and an
opportunity for creating and promoting dialogue
between neighbors, holding the “Itabashi Agricultural
Festival” (see page 14) every year.

IER O BE HEREEEOMAET. RHOE. &
RKEEHFHEINTWET, TN 5DOHT TERN -
2id. BV E TIRESN TV ET, FETRES
T | REMERY. EROALEOMAA VDB ERET S
> : ~ Rl 3_‘?;?’4“ LEBHELTVS [RBINSVRESR] . F1EH
N fﬁﬁ_--"ﬂ_ i MIL& Tk fEana (EEREEoY (14H2B)| WBEMTT.
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Peculiar Measures ST DR Eﬁ%

BEXRIEY XA Y AT A

Itabashi was the first ward in Tokyo and the 5th at national 19994 (2 B X IFER B /A T8 TISO14001
level to be granted the ISO14001 certification in 1999. DFFMEBBLE L, Ihiz, 2EDERAKTHS
Following this, the Environment Management System was ZBICHNET, TR, INHPERE ENIER. &
sequentially expanded to elementary and junior-high schools HEEzHA L. 2003FICIERANEXILHE:S D E
and in 2003 to all public facilities. The City Hall is aiming to RERICEENE LA, REFAIZ. KADKEERMN
raise environmental awareness as the biggest enterprise and as THY, EPREYR VA MIBEGZET K
such the way it manages the environment serves as an example RERBLH. KAFXEENDODRKELY, READ
for all other commercial activities as well as for individual BEEMLEZH-> TV T,

citizens.

Green Curtain Wine Block
Itis a curtain made of climber plants such as “hechima” or “goya,” which are let Wine bottles are recycled and transformed into blocks used to pave streets.

grow over the outside wall of buildings to create a natural protection against the g4 70y 2

sun and humidity. TALTAEVHA IV, BY OHEEIFERLEHDTT,
BoH—7>

[ANF=Z] X [d—F (d—V-)] BE . DB3MEDEWMERDIHEDE S Z ET.

EDBVBE LEMS T, EEOLEREMAZBRADH—T T,

75 » ADER
y \\ Within the frame of educational support, many nursery schools, pre-schools
' and kindergartens referred to as “Baby Stations” provide a space where parents
iﬁ -5 "b,'U U.}m can freely breast-feed their baby and change their baby’s diapers.
ITABASHI
e - - -
PN E L LA SREEOTECETETSMIMAO—RE LT, 3 < DREE -
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The Silver Seats are facilities established by
Itabashi City where the elderly, people with
handicaps and people who can not walk long
distances due to their illness can rest. The Silver
Seats were made using recycled wine bottle
glasses. In order to make one Silver Seat 100
bottles are needed.
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Silver Seat in the city /#D LN =2 — b
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At this antenna shop one can find
products from cities that hold an
exchange relationship with Itabashi,
as well as various information related
to that specific area. Each weekend a
different municipality fosters the
“Furusato (home town) Event” for
the pleasure of the many visitors. It
is held at Happy Road Oyama and
Kami-Itabashi Minamiguchi Ginza
Shopping District.

Toretate Mura at Happy Road Ooyama shopping disctrict,” /\ v E—O— RAIUFEEED & h 7= THt
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BESIN-ERERBOBAHE L TEL

“Itabashi Ippin” are local delicacies chosen
among a selection of products recommended
by citizens that are long term acquainted with
the city’s flavors and culinary traditions.

Selected products are largely promoted as
Itabashi's specialties (Japanese and western PRY 32 &T. WIBTEES N /-fEm (F0
sweets, bread, pickled vegetables, sake, etc.), BT - FET N - MEEY - EELE)
stimulating the interest towards the “Made in PPN VRUAT=T A @Ik £ D, KAFEDEE(LER > T
Itabashi” and implementing the commercial WET,
production of the city.




“Itabashi Enjuku” indicates the walking itinerary
comprised between the “Enkiri” Japanese Hackberry tree
and the “Musubi no Keyaki” tree along the ex-Itabashi
lodging route, with omikuji (written oracles) obtainable at
9 shopping districts. In 2002, on the occasion of the 400th
anniversary of the creation of the Nakasendo Road, a
promotional plan to revive the shopping district and the
area was created with a special appeal at the historical
patrimony of the Itabashi-Juku. At the core of the plan are
the development of “Itabashi Enjuku” branded products
and the Itabashi Enjuku Festival.
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Enjuku area map /1B~ v 7

Every year since 1993, the Bologna Book Fair in Itabashi has
been held to showcase children’s books donated from Bologna,
Italy. Some of the newly arrived books are also sent on a
travelling exhibition which rotates through municipal libraries
in Itabashi as the Mini Bologna Book Fair.

The Itabashi International Children’s Book Translation Award
is also held in order to foster international understanding and
exposure to foreign culture in Itabashi, a city of culture. The
contest invites submissions of Japanese translations of foreign
language children’s books, and entries are received from all
over Japan and judged in two categories, English and Italian.

1993 P SBE. RAO—Z v OBFBEINLBARE BN TSR
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Omikuiji’s distribution places in the Enjuku area, #&78 £ # < UL
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Spring #

Bringing new buds and blossoming trees, spring marks
a new beginning. The evanescent beauty of cherry
blossoms has charmed people since remote times. Spring
is also the season of new meetings and departures with
school entrance and graduation ceremonies both taking
place in this season.

FARDPFRSBFE, HLVIRT ) 2RI L2FMTY. 5K
WCHE, BRSO, M POANLXZ|T T 5%
LWRERTY, Fid 7z, ARRALAEEAMMTbI L, RV
LANDOEFHTHHY £9

Summer =

Japanese summer is inaugurated by the rainy season.
Once this season is over, temperature rises dramatically
and the peculiar hot, humid days begin. Heat and
humidity make summer a bit unpleasant but this season
is also home to a large range of traditional festivals, like
the Obon, or spectacular events, like fireworks.

HARDEZ, WOKEY B RN LIME Y X9 HERAFHGT
AERIME—XICEAL, BEORHVECHHE T, &AL
FACBILECOVFERITED Y T90% BXLHEHY 2L, B
ZERLONBZHAL LOTHOZVEHITLH Y £9,

Autumn #

Autumn is the season of the harvest, and thus a season
of bounty. During this time the skies above become clear
and the beautiful reds and yellows of the changing leaves
are sights to behold. Autumn is the most comfortable
season in Japan and has a quaint atmosphere of its own.

REREWONMHEDREHICH 72D Y DEVFEHTT, &
RBATEHRE, FREBICHOVIZEHADE L OALEZREL
G EPTEET, HADWFCEVTRDBILL TV, B
DHBHFEH T,

Winter %

Japanese winters sometimes see temperatures
dropping below zero with the air becoming clear, cold
and dry. Many people enjoy winter sports, such as skiing,
out of the cities. In Tokyo, it snows two or three times a
year but the snow accumulates only rarely.

RIMAEZ FHAZ b H L HADKIZ, BANKGTLE
FHy W LEFEM T, 2L ODANBRIMNCTHTTAFT %L
D ILVI—AR=VERHLAT T, HETITEIC2, SEFH
Py 2975, BdHBILIRFEALD) TEA.
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Spring Events

Every year in early March the
Plum Blossom Festival is held in
Akatsuka-tameike Park. This is an
ideal time to admire the gorgeous
pink and the elegant white plum
blossoms while enjoying the
fragrance of early spring.

For the occasion, nearby facilities
like the ltabashi Historical Museum
and the Itabashi Art Museum hold
various events, featuring
elementary students and local
residents performing a warrior
procession and hawking
performances to spread traditional
culture.

Every year over 10,000 runners
from all over the nation take part in
this full marathon along the banks
of the Arakawa River. First timers
are also welcome, running at their
own pace and enjoying the
surrounding nature.

This event is held along the
Shakujiigawa River and in Johoku
Park, among other venues. Viewing
the cherry blossoms one can’t help
but feel that spring is in the air. At
some locations, an enchanted night
viewing is also possible.
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Summer Events

Every year in early August a massive fireworks
display is held along the riverbanks of the
Arakawa River. Cosponsored by the City of Toda,
it features some 10,000 fireworks lighting up the
night sky, like the “star mines,” the “fireballs,” and
the “Niagara Falls,” which is a sheet of cascading
fireworks 500 meters in length. This event has
come to represent one of the major summer
events of all of Tokyo.
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This is one of the major Bon-odori events held
on the first Thursday of every August in the
Narimasu area, originally in appreciation for the
opening of the Eidan Subway Line (today Tokyo
Metro). As music from shamisen, flutes, gongs
and taiko drums plays, an enormous number of
people line and dance. This powerful dance
promises a wonderful time for all and never fails
to lift some of the summer heat.

Every year in July the ltabashi Art Museum
exhibits books that have been selected to
participate in the Bologna Children’s Book Fair
held in Bologna, Italy. During all the duration of
the exhibition numerous events related to
illustrated books are held.
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Autumn Events

This, the biggest of the City’s yearly festivals,
reflects the wish of Itabashi of being a hometown
with which people feel connected, supported by
citizen’s participation and feelings of solidarity
towards the city. The festival is centered in the
area near Green Hall and the attractions include
a mikoshi float’s recital contest, a music parade
by elementary and junior-high students, street
stalls featuring local products for sale and a
massive Awaodori dancing for local residents
and many friends who came to enjoy this event
from other cities.

Across Japan, notably a high seismic country,
September 1¢thas been designated Disaster
Prevention Day, in memory of the Great Kanto
Earthquake in which many people lost their lives.
Itabashi also takes part in the fire and evacuation
drills carried out on that day in preparation for
future emergencies.

Rather than an exhausting battle against one’s
strengths and the constraints of time, this is a
relaxing stroll through the city to appreciate as
the natural setting of ltabashi’s parks and trees,
while feeling refreshed in mind and body and
enjoying the colors of autumn.

Despite its location in central Tokyo, Itabashi
boasts a significant amount of green spots and
even today one can find farms within the city.
Every November an agricultural festival is held to
pray for a good harvest, featuring a vegetable
competition and a (performance of local art .
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“Vegetables’ Treasure Ship,”
agricultural festival
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Winter Events

Every year on the second Monday of
January, the “Coming of Age Day
ceremony is held throughout Japan for
those who turned 20 during the year. The
ceremony encourages the gathered youth
to reflect upon their new roles as adults in
society.

The various associations that use the
Local History, Art and Folklore Museum
present the results of their annual
training. This is a good chance to see
performances of satokagura, Japanese
taiko drums, minyo folk songs,
traditional buyou dances, etc.

BADHDEL

BE1ROE_ARAIC,
TOF0FELA B A%
EfRV, BHTHADED
EuwpfrbhEd, KAL
LTOBREF KD 551
KXTYo

foii=aeE oV

ML ZREIRARE & 7
LTwWaHEfFS». BED
REBORRERRLETY,
RRATFEHE - F1X
B-RE-BRTET, Ke
Lioi=REICHNh D 2 &
NTEETY,

TERDE

This is a new year’s traditional event, which
Itabashi carries out in coordination with a
group comprised of about 70 farming families.
Vegetables produced within Itabashi are added
to the seven herbs of spring to make seven-
herb rice gruel with a taste unique to ltabashi.
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Main Public Facilities
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Aiming towards the realization of the
principles of “Ecopolis Itabashi,
people and the environment coexist
harmoniously, Ecopolis Center provides a place
where people can learn about the environment
while disseminating information on the
environment and introducing the latest eco-
friendly technologies.

”

in which

The Tropical Botanical
Garden reproduces a tropical
garden featuring plants and
fishes from Japan’s neighboring
friend South-east Asia, home to
one of the world three rain
forests. It organizes exhibits
and lectures on various subjects
related to the tropics and the

global environment.
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In order to promote the healthy upbringing of
highly creative children who will lead the next

generation and to disseminate greater
knowledge of science, the Science &
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Education Hall files its permanent exhibition
under the five themes of energy, transportation,
communication, natural disasters and the
human body, and in doing so it shortens the
distance between science and everyday life.
The Hall has something for everyone.

The Uemura Museum was built to honor the
accomplishments of the great adventurer Mr.
Naomi Uemura, the first person ever to climb
the highest peaks on each of the world’s five
continents. It displays his hiking gear and
photographs, lends out books dealing with
adventure, and uses experiential nature events
to encourage an ongoing “Uemura Spirit” of

adventure in visitors.
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Aiming at invigorating local business by
supporting the establishment of small-
medium enterprises and introducing new
managerial strategies, the Business
Activation Center provides business and
computer courses, and seminars focused on
commerce besides specialist consultation.

The Historical Museum introduces the local
history of Itabashi and preserves and exhibits
earthenware, old manuscripts and ema votive
motifs dating from as early as the middle ages, as
well as documents related to the shukuba lodging
stops of the Itabashi area. Folk materials such as
farming implements and articles of everyday use,
photographs and stone cultural assets including a
koshinzuka stone pillar, are also preserved. The
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permanent exhibit illustrates the history of Itabashi through the themes of “Living,” “Daily BES£ZERL TWET,
Life” and “War,” using videos and miniature models.

The Education Support Center plays a role as
the locus of Itabashi’s municipal schools and
nurseries, as a facility with an enhanced
“consultation” function offering educational
advice and guidance to schoolchildren, pupils
and guardians and enhanced “research” and
“training” functions aimed at improving the
quality of teaching and teachers’ leadership
abilities.
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International Twinning & Friendship Agreements

Aiming at promoting global
peace and internationalization,
Itabashi fosters many rich
exchange programs with

CANADA H 75

2 A= MONGOLlA::sz °
o

[
CHINA &

cities. Besides its twinning and

MALAYSIA IL—27
\

receives a large amount of
foreign administrators and
visitors as part of international
cooperation.

I*I Burlington, Ontario, CAN.
HF4 - S—U> kT

In 1989 the City of SN T
Burlington in Ontario, |
Canada and Itabashi
signed a Twin City
agreement, after which
there have been yearly
citizen tours, homestay
and other various
exchange activities.
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Itabashi’s provision of notebooks and pencils to Mongolia later
flourished into full-fledged cultural and personal exchange, resulting
in a cultural and educational exchange agreement signed in 1996
between Itabashi and the Ministry of Education of Mongolia.
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various foreign countries and

friendship agreements, Itabashi
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Burlington in Itabashi

In 1999, on the 10th anniversary of the
twinning agreement between Burlington and
ltabashi, a reproduction of the blue clock that
stands in front of Burlington City Office was
donated to Itabashi. The clock, named
“Burlington Friendship’s Clock”, now stands in
front of Itabashi City Office’s main entrance.
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Mongolia in Itabashi

With the aim of introducing the Mongolian
culture to its students, Shimura Daisan
Elementary School set up a “Mongolia Corner”
with various displays of batokin (cord instrument),
geru (tent) and folk clothes. The school received
also the visit of a Mongolian sumo wrestler.
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In 1997, the year marking the
25th anniversary of the
normalization of ties between
China and Japan, Itabashi City
and Shi Jing Shan, Beijing, China
signed a friendship agreement.
This agreement has resulted in
citizens’ exchanges and cultural
tours.
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Following the book exchange inaugurated in 1981 with the first
“Bologna Picture Book Exhibition” at the ltabashi Art Museum,
Bologna and Itabashi have signed a “Friendship Agreement” on July
2005. The books donated by Bologna are displayed yearly at the
“Bologna Book Fair in ltabashi.”
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( » =] Penang, MALAYSIA
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In 1994 Itabashi Tropical Environment Botanical Garden and
Malaysia’s Penang Botanic Gardens signed a friendship agreement
that resulted in plant-focused exchanges between the two facilities,
and which continues to this day.
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Shi Jing Shan in Itabashi

The “Friendship Willow Trees” planted at
the Funado Water Park to mark the
anniversary of the friendship agreement
between Shi Jing Shan and Itabashi have
grown up healthy and strong over the last
decade, paralleling the deeper friendship
between the two cities.
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Bologna in Itabashi

At the “ltabashi-Bologna Children's Book Hall”
children and adults can enjoy over 25,000
illustrated books from 85 countries donated by
Bologna. The Center holds also picture-book
eading sessions and picture-story shows.
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Penang in Itabashi

At the Tropical Botanical Garden it is possible
to get a feeling of a Malaysian tropical forest,
thanks to the lush plants donated by Penang
within the frame of plant exchanges.
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Traditional Arts & Crafts

Itabashi is home to a number of artisans who hold the
“techniques” of Japanese traditional arts and crafts. The
number of families that use such traditional products in
their daily life has decreased, yet Itabashi is willing to pass
on the skills, the spirit and the beauty of tradition until now

transmitted from generation to generation.

Habaki is a fitting on a Japanese sword, a metal
clasp designed to support the hilt and the sword
blade and prevent the sword blade touching the
saya (scabbard) when it is sheathed. The
silversmith creates the design for the habaki to
order according to the school of swordsmanship
and choice of material.
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Its characteristic is that from the creation of the
design based on the image and preference of its
purchaser to the actual designing the whole process
is carried out by one single person.
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Moriaki Terasawa ~Z/Z7FFX
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Hiromichi Miura recreates armor from the Z=HZADMEER. F
Heian period (794-1185) up to Edo period TEi» S IFHICH 13T
(1603-1867) based on historical investigation. MDRAE %, ELEFEICE
Each completed set of armor takes about W\ THEBHICETEIET
three years to recreate, as Miura does virtually % 2 & T¥, #hW\EMm
every part of the recreation himself, from the fEV) » 5 & E DL ICE
small pieces to the final assembly. 2ETODIRZIELETIREIZL
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This art developed around the embellishmen
t for columns and others, and Buddhist orname
nts in temples. Its style is delicate and elegant,
and known for the well-definedly sculpted coun

tenance.
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The material used for this product is the Taimai
sea turtle’s shell, heated and carved with files and
other tools. The main production centers in Japan
are Nagasaki, Osaka and Tokyo, and the Edo
tortoise shell is peculiar among them in that it has
complex and elaborated beautiful lacquer design.

The production process of the Edo brushes is
entirely handled by one person. This peculiarity gives
a great value to these brushes regarded as high
artisan’s products.
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Traditional Arts o =he

Traditional arts are important cultural heritage B EREE. BDNA DR - LZ SRR 5
transmitted to us from our predecessors. Each art is R AL D—D2TY, TNENDIEHERRIIRFR
transmitted by a preservation association and displayed (2 & o> TR I, FALRPXDITH L ETHRIEI N T
at festivals and city events. AF 3¢

HE

Ta-asobi is a simple religious event
celebrated at the beginning of the year
since the middle of the Heian
period(794-1185), to pray for a good
harvest as well as for the prosperity of
our descendants. All the actions related
to the complete rice production, from
sowing seeds to harvesting are played
out, accompanied by chants. It is held at
the Mid February every year within the
precincts of Tokumaru Kitano Shrine
and Akatsuka Suwa Shrine.

Matsuri-bayashi is ancient, traditional
Japanese music performed in local
festivals and during celebratory
ceremonies with Japanese drums
(odaiko and shime-daiko), bamboo
flutes and gongs. Matsuri-bayashi was
very popular in Edo’s neighboring
Akatsuka, Tokumaru, Nishidai, Nakadai,
Azusawa and Maeno. Itabashi is home
to the Kanda-ryu and the Kasai-ryu
types. Yayoi-bayashi and Shinmei-
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bayashi both of the Kanda-ryu have ICHEESATVETS,

been declared to be intangible cultural

assets of ltabashi.
&P B
B

Satokagura is a dance and singing
dedicated to the deity of each shrine.
The Narimasu Satokagura is a farmer’s
event transmitted until today and
performed by the preservation
association on various occasions in sign
of appreciation.
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Yotsutake-odori is performed to
comfort the spirits of our ancestors by
sounding split bamboo together while
singing rice planting songs, for example,
and dancing, and has also become
popular as a fun dance to do during
Obon festivals. The song is a simple
laborer’s song and the event takes place
at the Tokumaru and Daimon districts.

In this lion dance three lions beat the
taiko drums, dance with bamboo flutes
and songs to pray for purification, a
good harvest, a peaceful village life,
good health and protection from
misfortune. A graceful yet dynamic art
form, this dance is performed at
Tokumaru Kitano Shrine and Akatsuka
Suwa Shrine. In the Kanto area the
dance features three dancing lions but
the original version seems to have
originated in the middle part of the Edo
period (1603-1867).

This is a group rice cake pounding
performance which has been passed on
in the old Akatsuka Daimon area. Its
origin is uncertain but its existence
stretches back to the middle of the Edo
period. Incited by a collective song, local
participants pound the rice praying for a
good harvest and prosperity and
strengthening the amity and unity of the
people in the community, at the same
time. The mochi-tsuki is still performed
all over Itabashi with local variations.

The joruri sutra lectures originated as
a simplified lecture of the sutra and
other sacred books by a Buddhist priest.
Abundant during the Edo period, the
joruri sutra lectures have been handed
down to our days by Wakadayuu
Wakamatsu, who resided in Itabashi.
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Organization and Services of Itabashi City

MLk & 3585

The organization of Itabashi is based on a presidential system,
insofar as both the legislative-branch assembly and the executive-
branch mayor are directly elected by the citizens and also are directly
responsible to the citizens. The mayoral executive committees have
administrative power and make decisions regarding matters outside
the scope of the Assembly’s power. The Assembly has legislative
power and together with law making it makes decisions regarding
important public matters such as the city’s financial planning.
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Executive Committees (The Mayoral Department, Administrative Committees and Auditors)

BITHRE (RRERRE

FITHZRER - EEZRA)

a. The Mayoral Department

The mayor represents Itabashi and controls the functioning of
Itabashi as a local authority. The mayor is selected by means of
direct public election and serves a four-year term. Under the mayor
there is a deputy mayor whose responsibilities include assisting the
mayor in the governing of the city and serving as mayor should the
mayor become unable to serve. Within the Mayoral Department
there exist several administrative divisions which assist the mayor in
managerial administration of the city and implement policies related
to human resources, taxes, crisis management, community, culture,
industry and economy, hygiene, welfare, educational support,
environment, city planning and the like. The Mayoral Department
also executes “statutory entrusted functions” entrusted from the
national government, including the national health insurance system
and the national pension system.

b. Administrative Committees

Administrative committees are executive bodies responsible for
carrying out specified duties, having an independent position and
authority from the Mayor in order to assure neutral policy making
independent of political considerations and affiliations.

1) Board of Education

In addition to the administration of elementary and junior high
schools, the setting of the curriculums and textbooks and managing
conditions of teaching staff , the Board of Education is also engaged
in adult education and cultural assets preservation.

2) Election Administration Commission

The Election Administration Commission manages city-level
elections as well as national and Tokyo Metropolis elections that are
entrusted to the commission.

3) Committee on Agriculture

The Committee on Agriculture acts as the Agricultural Office
providing licenses for farmland diversion in addition to dealing with
other agricultural related matters.

c. Auditors

Auditors watch the services and works of the city administration
by two types of audit: regular and special audit. The latter is
implemented by request of residents or the Assembly at any time.
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The Legislative Organs: The City Assembly

AREE (RERES)

The City Assembly is comprised of 46 members elected as representatives
of the ward residents. Assembly members are elected to a four-year term.
Each member normally conducts his or her duties in affiliation with a party
and faction.

The Assembly deliberates and votes on the bills put forth by the mayor or
the assembly members and the budget proposal submitted by the mayor.
Having the authority to conduct investigations, the Assembly is also
empowered to investigate and deliberate matters related to the
administration of the city, ordering direct testimony to the Assembly or the
submission of evidence.

Regular sessions are held four times annually, with special sessions held
as the need arises. There are also a Steering Committee and five other
permanent committees, which conduct specialized and detailed investigation
of bills. Special committees are also created when necessary. Ward residents
have the rights to appeal, ;
petition and call for public
hearings, ensuring their
ability to freely present
their views to the Assembly
and have those views
reflected in public policy.
The residents can see the
minutes and other records
of the Assembly.

A plenary session / AREDIET

Organization chart #H#%X

Vice Mayor BIX&

Healthcare Center

Welfare Division

Accounting Office

Board of Education BEXES

School Superintendent BER
Election Administration Committee BEEERES
Committee on Agriculture

Auditors Auditor’s Office

Assembly XiES

EERE

Policy & Management Division
General Affairs Division

Crisis Management Office

Civic & Cultural Affairs Division
Industry & Economy Division

Health & Livelihood Division

Children & Family Division
Environmental & Resource Management Division
Urban Development Division

Public Works Division

Board of Education Office
Secretariat to the Election Administration Committee

Secretariat to the Committee on Agriculture
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Declaration He

<Itabashi City’s Declaration of Peace>

It is a common desire of all people to achieve peace in this world.

However, the fact remains that the competition for nuclear
armament is gaining ground, endangering the existence of the human
race.

We, as the only people in the world to be subjected to the horrors of
the atomic bomb and as believers in the spirit of the Japanese
Constitution, are obliged to appeal to the world that the disasters of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki should never be repeated, and to play a
positive role in achieving the goal of world peace.

We, the city and people of Itabashi, hereby declare our desire to
create an environment rich in nature and culture in accordance with
the concept of eternal peace specified in the Japanese Constitution.

Also, we declare our will to preserve Japan’s three non-nuclear
principles and appeal for the abolition of nuclear weapons, thereby
proclaiming Itabashi a city of peace. (January 1, 1985)

REXTENHEHES Peace Memorial Statue / FFIZCZR
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<“Ecopolis Itabashi” — Environmental Declaration> (TTaxRY 258 RIEHHES) ()
(extract) WbiERRIE BICRELREEZAETS7:0IC AER

We, the city and people of Itabashi, declare that we sy a4 2#H (TR XHKE] OEBE#EIEL TV
will strive to realize “Ecopolis Itabashi”, a pleasant CEZZICESLET
city where people and the environment live in B

harmony. FrS5FE4R1H
(April 1, 1993)
<Traffic Safety Declaration> (extract) (RBRLBHES) (R
We, the city and people of Itabashi, declare that we  H7- L7z BﬂiﬁﬁEEl RBEZBEHRD LW Z‘c‘é'(“ﬁ&&
will strive to make Itabashi a safe livable city free @~ WEHEDEERZBIEL T ZZICBLLEMEESLET
from tragic traffic accidents. (July 1, 1993) 3FEJE5$7FJ 1H

<Itabashi Urban Welfare Declaration> (extract) (WERLEBEEUEHTES) (GR¥)

Based on the citizen’s constitution, we, the city and WBEXRURBRRIE XEEBEEDH EICEZIIVWEDEN &
people of Itabashi, declare to strive to make Itabashi bol BELGEFFIB<NBLOEDICHALT KEEE
an “Urban Welfare City” where people can live CIBROY ERUDEE DN EHE LT ZZICHRERERE

healthy, affluent and livable life. (April 1, 1996)  ##HZEESLET TH8F4R1H
<Itabashi Living Safety Declaration> (extract) (WA LEFRREH (R¥%)
We, the city and people of Itabashi, declare to strive ~ HREXRUREBEXE (& ﬁé’( BOEEBORREDHILT
to build a safe and peaceful living environment. CCICEFEREBMEEELET
(July 1, 2005) FR17E7818



Symbols

Itabashi’s Tree: Zelkova
XDOK : v x

Since ancient times the “zelkova”,
native to Japan, stands as a symbol
of the land of Musashino. It is a
deciduous tall tree from the
ulmaceae family, it grows up to 30 m
in height with a straight trunk and it
perfectly symbolizes Itabashi’s
powerful development.

(Established on January 1, 1980)
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Itabashi’s Crest
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The crest for “ltabashi” features a central circle
with an “I” on the left side, “TA” on the right one,
and “HA” on each of the four sides. The resulting
design displays four bridges and it symbolizes

the powerful development of ltabashi.

(Established on April 1, 1952)
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Itabashi’s Flower: Anemone
RKDfE: =y

Perennial plant belonging to the
Ranunculaceae family, it is commonly
found in shady spots, in spring it
grows a 15 cm stalk with a gracious
white double round flower. The City
strives to preserve a healthy
environment for this flower to grow
naturally.

(Established on October 4, 1980)
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Itabashi’s Bird: Pied Wagtail
XD : N7tXLA

Approximately 21 cm long with a
vivid black and white plumage, the
Pied Wagtail belongs to the
Passeriformes Motacillidae family.
Seen all year round in Itabashi, which
abounds with watersides, it perfectly
fits the eco-friendly policy of
“Ecopolis Itabashi.”

(Established on October 1, 2002)
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Itabashi official logo
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The design includes images of the Itabashi City bird (pied
wagtail),flower (anemone) and tree (zelkova).

These designs were adopted in connection with the 80th anniversary
of the City's incorporation. (Established on October,2012)
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ITABASHI

ITABASHI

“Omotenashi” Spirit
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ITARBASHI

ITABASHI CITY

ITABASHI CITY OFFICE Culture And International Exchange Section
2-66-1,ltabashi,ltabashi-ku, Tokyo,JAPAN 173-8501
TEL (03) 3579-2018 FAX (03) 3579-2166

E-mail : kb-bk-kanri@city.itabashi.tokyo.jp
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