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Program
- 00 Opening
00

Dedication of the Register of the Names
Mayor of Hiroshima

of the Fallen Atomic Bomb Victims

Representatives of the bereaved families

Address

Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council
Dedication of Flowers
Mayor of Hiroshima

and children

Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council
Representatives of the bereaved families

Representatives of the atomic bomb survivors
Distinguished guests
8 Silent Prayer and Peace Bell
SEMES 8:.16 Peace Declaration
[E ,%FEE ) Mayor of Hiroshima
8 IS Release of Doves
SEFINOE N 824 Commitment to Peace
ZEY ﬁ% Children's representatives
HNED 8:.29 Addresses
NERE KE Prime Minister of Japan
I %}%%ﬂ% Governor of Hiroshima
B%Zl@{"j\ %i"’%uﬁﬁ Secretary General of the United Nations
05 LEFEMOR (BB) 846 Hiroshima Peace Song (chorus)
M R 8 .50 Closing
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Address

August 6,2023

Today we are joined by Prime Minister Kishida Fumio, distinguished guests, hibakusha, and bereaved families, as well
as citizens from Japan and around the world at the Peace Memorial Ceremony to pay our deepest respects to the many
souls of the victims of the atomic bombing.

Seventy-eight years ago on August 6, the city of Hiroshima was utterly destroyed in an instant by the first use of
nuclear weapons in human history, and countless precious lives were lost. Those who managed to survive were left with
great physical and psychological trauma. Grounded in this tragic experience, the citizens of Hiroshima, including the
hibakusha, have continued to convey the realities of the bombing and speak out about how precious peace is.

However, across the globe today, tensions are on the rise due to the real threat of nuclear weapons use as nuclear
threats continue during the Russian invasion of Ukraine. In addition, international order is wavering greatly: the
nuclear weapons situation grows ever bleaker with countries continuing to enhance their nuclear forces in the name of
strengthening the security framework of their countries.

It is in these troubled times that the G7 Hiroshima Summit was held this May. World leaders, including those from
nuclear-weapon-states, gathered in the atomic-bombed city and, in addition to learning the realities of the atomic
bombing through a tour of the Peace Memorial Museum and speaking with a hibakusha, they demonstrated their strong
will to aim for a world free from nuclear weapons.

It is imperative that international society takes the historical importance of this to heart. Moving forward, international
society must not let this opportunity go to waste. Let us accelerate the global nuclear weapons abolition movement and
continuously take concrete action to achieve it.

In order to do so, I believe the role that the atomic-bombed city of Hiroshima must play will only grow larger. We
hereby reaffirm our pledge to continue to do all we can in our power for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the
realization of lasting world peace by joining hands with those who desire peace.

In closing, we offer our prayers for the peaceful repose of the souls lost in the atomic bombing. We sincerely hope that
the hibakusha, who still suffer from aftereffects, and the bereaved families will receive strengthened comprehensive
care and support from the national government.

Motani Tatsunori
Chairperson
Hiroshima City Council
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PEACE DECLARATION -
August 6, 2023

“I want the leaders of all countries with nuclear weapons to visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki and,
using their own eyes and ears, learn the realities of the atomic bombings—the lives lost in an
instant, the bodies charred by heat rays; lives lost in agony from burns and radiation, tended to
by no one. I want them standing here to feel the full weight of the countless lives lost.” The
hibakusha making this plea was eight years old when the bomb exploded 78 years ago. He
always remembered that day as a living hell. |

- The heads of state who attended the G7 Hiroshima Summit in May this year visited the Peace
Memorial Museum, spokel with hibakusha, and wrote messages in the guestbook. Their
messages provide proof that hibakusha pleas have reached them. As they stood before the
Cenotaph for the A-bomb Victims, I conveyed the Spirit of Hiroshima underlying its inscription.
Enduring past grief, overcoming hatred, we yearn for genuine world peace with all humanity
living in harmony and prosperity. I believe our spirit is now engraved in their hearts. And in
this spirit, the first G7 Leaders’ Hiroshima Vision on Nuclear Disarmament reaffirms their
“commitment to the ultimate goal of a world without nuclear weapons with undiminished
security for all,” and declares that their “security policies are based on the understanding that

nuclear weapons, for as long as they exist, should serve defensive purposes....”

However, leaders around the world must confront the reality that nuclear threats now being
voiced by certain policymakers reveal the folly of nuclear deterrence theory. They must
immediately take concrete steps to lead us from the dangerous present toward our ideal world.
~ In civil society, each of us must embrace the generosity and love for humanity embodied in the
hibakusha message, “No one else should ever suffer as we have.” It will be increasingly
important for us to urge policymakers to abandon nuclear deterrence in favor of a peaceful

world that refuses to compromise individual dignity and security.

Mahatma Gandhi, who pursued independence for his native India through absolute nonviolence,
asserted, “Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal of mankind. It is mightier than the
mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the ingenuity of man.” The UN General Assembly
has adopted, as a formal document, a Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace. To end the
current war as quickly as possible, the leaders of nations should act in accordance with

Gandhi’s assertion and the Programme of Action, with civil society rising up in response.

To that end, it will be vital to build a social environment in which our dreams and hopes come
alive in our daily lives through contact with or participation in music, art, sports, and other
activities that transcend language, nationality, creed, and gender. And to create that social
environment, let us promote initiatives to instill the culture of peace everywhere. If we do,
elected officials, who need the support of the people, will surely work with us toward a peaceful

world.
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The City of Hiroshima, together with more than 8,200 member cities of Mayors for Peace in
166 countries and regions, intends to promote the culture of peace globally through citizen-
level exchange. Our goal is an environment in which our united desire for peace can reach the
hearts of policymakers, helping to build an international community that maintains peace
without relying on military force. We will continue to expand our programs to convey the
realities of the atomic bombings to young people around the world so they can acquire the
hibakusha's passion for peace, spread it beyond national borders, and pass it on to future

generations.

I ask all policymakers to follow in the footsteps of the leaders who attended the G7 Hiroshima
Summit by visiting Hiroshima and sharing widely their desire for peace. I urge them to
immediately cease all nuclear threats and turn toward a security regime based on trust through
dialogue in pursuit of civil society ideals.

I further urge the national government to heed the wishes of the hibakusha and the peace-loving
Japanese people by reconciling the differences between nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-
weapon states. Japan must immediately join the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) and establish common ground for discussions on nuclear weapons abolition by
attending, at least as an observer, the Second Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW to be held
in November this year. The average age of the hibakusha now exceeds 85. The lives of many
are still impaired by radiation’s harmful effects on mind and body. Thus, I demand that the
Japanese government alleviate their suffering through stronger support measures.

Today, at this Peace Memorial Ceremony commemorating 78 years since the bombing, we
offer heartfelt condolences to the souls of the atomic bomb victims. Together with Nagasaki
and likeminded people around the world, we pledge to do everything in our power to abolish
nuclear weapons and light the way toward lasting world peace. -

* MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor '
The City of Hiroshima
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Commitment to Peace
August 6, 2023

What does peace mean to you?

No conflicts or wars.

Accepting differences without discrimination.

Everyone smiling without bad-mouthing others or fighting.
You can find many kinds of peace all around you.

8:15 am on August 6, 1945 —

Ear-splitting explosions and skin-blistering heat.

Blood-covered corpses with skin hanging off their bodies float on the surface of the rivers. _

A mother calling her child’s name and pleading over and over again open your eyes, just open your eyes!
A single atomic bomb destroyed the city of Hiroshima in an instant and filled it with sorrow.

Why was I left alive?

Survivors guilt plagued my great-grandfather. '

The atomic bomb left deep wounds in the hearts of those who survived,
and continued to bring them suffering for living.

It has been 78 years since that day. ;

Today, Hiroshima is a city full of greenery and smiling faces.
Thank you for surviving.

It’s because you survived that we were given our lives.

And there is something that we can do for others, too.
Thinking about how others feel before saying how we feel.
Finding the good in our friends.

Doing what we can to make others smile.

Now is the time to unite our will for peace.
We will treat the ardent wish of the hibakusha as something personal and use our own words to convey that wish.
We will each take action to pay forward the peace around us.
We, the children of Hiroshima, will build a future that everyone can recognize as peaceful.
~ Children’s Representatives:
Katsuoka Erena  (6th year, Hiroshima City Ushita Elementary School)
Yonehiro Tomoru (6th year, Hiroshima City Itsukaichi-Higashi Elementary School)
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