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Today’s Content

● Why diversity is important in America
● Support through picture book awards
● Four inspirational American picture books
● Q&A





Windows == see other’s 

stories

Mirror == reflects their 

own culture and helps 

them build identity

Sliding Door == allows 

the children to enter the 

story and become a part 

of the world

(citation: Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop)



American Library 
Association and Affiliates 

Awards for Children’s Books 
and More!

Support brings readers/sales
Other groups with different 

goals/emphases create awards
More diverse books are made



Inspirational picture 

books: learn how to be 

part of a community



Thank You, Omu!
Oge Mora 作/絵











Inspirational picture 

books: a celebration 

of the courage to tell 

the world who you 

are -- the hope you’ll 

be accepted

Julián is a Mermaid
Jessica Love 作/絵



Coney Island Mermaid Parade
© Anthony Catalano, 2011















Barbed Wire 
Baseball:
How One Man Brought Hope to the Japanese Internment 
Camps
of WWII
Marissa Moss 作
Yuko Shimizu (清水裕子) 絵



Yuko Shimizu, Drawing for “Barbed Wire Baseball”



Inspirational picture books: creativity and 

resourcefulness bring the community together





Gila River War Relocation Center 
Site in Arizona, U.S.









Inspirational picture 

books: young Ashima 

Shiraishi shows that 

learning from failure 

empowers any person 

facing a problem



How to Solve a Problem:
The Rise (and Falls) of a Rock-Climbing Champion

Ashima Shiraishi (白石阿島) 作
Yao Xiao 絵



Realistic portrayal with comic book style

Simon Legner (User:simon04), CC BY-SA 4.0, via 

Wikimedia Commons

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Visualized thought process
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